Villa I\/Iargherita
Green Guide ‘
Save the Plane -

Be an ECGQourist!
Feel Good!

Read this guide first, and help keep Villa Margherita
well above sea level, while enjoying a luxury vacation.




Have you always wanted to go |on SR

an ecevacation, but not wante \

to spend your time in a drab ang %
hot tent platform above Saj : AN
Pond? With the Villa Margheritcf ) i B 2
Green Guideg you can have your \ Y F -

cake and eat it too. The Villa ha&/;: : 3

many features which can mini- - Shooey

mi z e your Afcar bon footprinto
while providing you with a trul
luxurious vacation experience.
Read this quick guide and lear
how to cut your carbon footpri
in half, with no more effort tha

turning off a switch.

The guide is divided into fol
color coded sections, Water, E
ergy, Earth, and Air, with spec
tips in each section to redd
your water, electricity, and r
source use, while keeping the
clean.
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Water: where does it come from on St. John? Villa Margherita gets all of its water for cooking,
drinking, showering, spdipping and clothesvashing from the rain collected on the metal

roofs of the main structure and bedroom house. It is collected in three large, concrete cisterns
beneath the house with a total of 24,000 gallons when completely filled. Water is pumped
through the house after passing through filters and a UV sterilization unit, with additional filter-
ing at drinking faucets throughout the house. In addition, water may be added to the cisterns
from desalinization plants when the cisterns are low, due to lack of rain or overuse. Why con-
serve water if it comes from the sky? If the cisterns run dry (and they have), the desalinization
plant must burn a lot of oil to produce fresh water from sea water, which releases Carbon Diox-
ide into the air, not to mention the additional fuel needed to ship the water out to the Villa from
Cruz Bay. |l tds al so very expensive to purcha

What the Villa has done to conserve water: Low flow shower heads to reduce the rate of water
loss during showers. Low water use toilets with 2 different flushes, quick for liquid waste, hold
down longer for larger volume flush for solid waste. Grey water system from sinks, washing
machine and showers, which is used to water plants in the gardens. All sewage is treated in
septic system on the lot to protect the ocean environment.

Water Saving Tips

1.) Learn how to take a St. John weagaver shower: Step oreturn on water and get wet,

then turn off the water. Step twolather up with soap and shampoo. Step thrégn on wa-

ter for a short rinse. Reduce laundry water use by hanging up and reusing bath towels. Fill sink
with water to wash face and shave. Dondét | ea

2.) Run di shwasher with a full | oad of dishe
ing in dishwasher (scrape scraps off into garbage if required before washing).

3.) Wash full loads of laundry, in cold water, without bleach (which is toxic to garden plants).
Consider returning home with dirty laundry, where water is less dear.

4.) Consider using the fAin this | and of sun
you will see posted in many restaurant rest r
cle. Place Kleenex, personal wipes, etc. in waste paper baskets.

5.) Report any unusual water loss to Windspmeeediately(running toilets, leaking faucets,
etc.). Turn off water supply valve near source if you can.



Where does electricity come from on St. John? Villa Margherita is provided with electrical
power from an undersea cable from St. Thomas. Overhead power lines feed an underground

cable to the house. The power meter 1is

on

low the house. All power is generated by burningfiold gas turbines on St. Thomas. Elec-

tricity is charged by the kilowatt hour with a surcharge added to the bill when oil prices rise,
just like gasoline for your car. Gas for the grill is LP gas, which is shipped to St. John from LP
plants on the mainland. The major consumption of energy in Villa Margherita is electricity,
which is used for heating the hot tub, cooling, refrigeration, lighting, cooking, clothes drying

and hot water heating.

What the Villa has done to conserve electricity: Eight energy saving fans. Foam filled concrete
panel and steel construction, with insulated roof gives a high R value to walls, making cooling
less expensive. All lighting has been converted to Compact Fluorescent or LED (excluding task
lighting in kitchen and bathrooms). Dimmer switches on most ceiling lights. Energy efficient
refrigerators, aiconditioners. Auto power saver strip for AV system. Energy saving hot water

heater with timer. (Provides hot water for morning or evening shower, dish washer use.

during mid day and early am hours.)
Power saving tips:

1.) Only turn on hot tub jets when using the spa. Leave coveron hottubto
retain heat when not in use. You may run it for a few hours before ente _
the evening to warm up the water. Turn off and cover after leaving the :
the evening and the water will still be hot in the morning. The spa us
majority of electricity in the house while running and heating the wate
probably the major contributor to total electrical use in the house. Lea) &
jets off when not in use. Control panel lights will be unlit when the power is
of f . Donét | eave the spa | ight on when

2.) Keep cool with overhead fans. These keep you cool by evaporating
on your skin, like a cool breeze, but will do nothing when no one is in the
to cool, so turn them off when not under them. When usingoaiditioners
close sliding glass doors and windows. Set temperature controls® dé
grees. Enjoy the natural climate of St. John occasionally and leave windows
open with the aiconditioner off!

Off

not


http://www.windspree.com/homes/villamargherita/villam-13.jpg

3.) Keep refrigerator and freezer doors closed as much as possible. Leave temp
controls on 5, (average). Turn on downstairs bar refrigerator only if using.

4.) Use the clothes dryer for full loads. Making sure the

washer 1is set to Aregularo as oppos
tract more water from clothes during the spin cycle. Clean

the lint filter before each load. Consider taking home

your remaining dirty laundry when you leave. St. John

has the highest cost of electricity in the US, and remember

it all comes from the consumption of oil.

5.) Turn off I|ights when not in use. For a
for the evening, use one or two of the table lamps, which have low wattage CFL

bulbs and the front door porch light. Using dimmers to set the mood with ceiling

lights. Consider using tea lights in candle holders for an evening supper party.

Charge solar spa lights by keeping them outside of the spa cover during the day.

6.) Run full dishwasher loads only. Set dishwasher tdrgir Leave temperature
boost A o f f-inse dishBsoim hitt water mefore placing in dishwasher.
Dondét use rinse and hold cycl e.

7.) Turn off TV when not in use. The downstairs automatic power saver strip
will turn off all power to the VCR and DVD player when the TV is off. Unplug
cell phone chargers or laptop power bricks. Unplug fax machine if you are not
using it or expecting a fax.

8.) If you are really curious as to how much electricity you have consumed, read

the electric power meter at beginning and end of trip, and enter values in check list contained in
folder. (A guide to reading the meter is included in the folder

with the check list). There is no right number of Kilowatt hc =

to enter. Leave your check list with the keys when you le
and we will use this data to fine tune @so Green plan. Re-
member, when in doubt, tur g
it. Enjoy the airconditioning and the spa, but leave themg
when youdre not around to




